
 
 

 Sane Energy, Elected Officials, Community Leaders Celebrate the Groundbreaking of NineDot 
Energy’s New Battery Facility That Can Power 5K Homes in Key Win for New York’s Clean Energy 

Future 
Assembly Members Davila and Gallagher, State Senator Salazar, Assembly Member and 

Congressional nominee Claire Valdez, and Lydia Wiener (Policy Advisor, Clean Energy at the NYC 
Mayor's Office of Climate & Environmental Justice) joined Sane Energy, advocacy groups, and facility 

owner NineDot Energy to unveil the upcoming project in Bushwick.  
 

BROOKLYN, NY – July 22, 2026 – Community leaders, elected officials, and clean energy advocates 
gathered with Sane Energy Project and NineDot Energy to unveil a future 4.9-megawatt battery 
energy storage facility that will power nearly 5,000 homes during peak hours once complete. Notably, 
the Bushwick facility is located along the route where community organizers rallied for years to 
successfully halt construction of National Grid's North Brooklyn Pipeline.  

​
Attendees included Sane Energy, NineDot Energy, Assembly Member Maritza Davila, Assembly 
Member Emily Gallagher, State Senator Julia Salazar, Assembly Member and Democratic Nominee 
for NY-7 Claire Valdez, Council Member Jennifer Gutiérrez, Steve Chesler of Brooklyn Community 
Board 1, and Lydia Wiener, Policy Advisor, Clean Energy at the NYC Mayor's Office of Climate & 
Environmental Justice. Advocacy partner groups included WE ACT for Environmental Justice, Solar 
One, the Utility Customers Association, and NYers for Clean Power. 

 

“Today showed us what years of defiant community organizing can accomplish. An area once along 
the route of a polluting and costly pipeline that would’ve locked us into more fossil fuel dependence is 
now the site of a transformational clean energy project that will lower bills without poisoning our air,” 
said Kim Fraczek, Director of Sane Energy Project. “As a climate activist and as a North Brooklyn 
resident, I’m proud to be a partner to NineDot Energy and all of the community members who are 
helping move us toward a cleaner, more affordable, and more resilient energy infrastructure.” 

 

The event marked the transition from fighting new fossil fuel infrastructure to building needed clean 
energy solutions for New York. The program included remarks from elected officials and specifics of 
the site’s capacity and benefits for the community, and educational exhibits illustrating North 
Brooklyn's energy history and a vision for its clean energy future.  

 



“We’re so proud to stand with elected officials, as well as advocates and community partners like 
Sane Energy, to announce the start of construction on our battery storage project which will benefit 
Bushwick residents ,” said Sam Brill, Vice President of Strategic Development at NineDot 
Energy. “Battery storage is a critical tool in addressing our affordability crisis, our grid reliability crisis, 
and our climate crisis, all while creating more than 30 jobs on this site..” 

 

“This battery storage facility is proof that clean energy can work, that we can protect vulnerable 
communities while still keeping the lights on,” said Lonnie Portis, Director of Policy and Legislative 
Affairs at WE ACT for Environmental Justice. “We’re proud to stand tall with the community 
advocates who stopped National Grid’s polluting pipeline and made this renewable energy facility a 
reality.” 

 

“On the hottest days, when everyone needs power at once, our electrical grid gets pushed to the 
brink. Prices spike, and expensive, polluting peaker plants kick in. Battery systems store cheap 
energy when demand is low, so it is there for us to draw from when we need it most. These power 
reserves steady the grid and keep price spikes off our bills. Texas has already used storage to calm its 
blackouts and price swings, and New York can do the same. We want to thank NineDot, Sane Energy 
and all of the supporters from the community showing up for this project for building a more 
affordable, reliable energy future,” said Len Luka, Renewables Outreach Coordinator at New 
Yorkers for Clean Power.” 
 

“For too long, too many New Yorkers have had to choose between keeping the lights on and paying 
rent,” said Patrick Robbins, Director of the Utility Customers Association. “Fortunately, there’s 
one solution we can adopt right now—battery storage. We are excited for this new project, and we 
believe that all neighborhoods and communities deserve to benefit from battery storage projects. 
That’s why we are calling on the Governor to side with utility customers and condemn Con Edison’s 
recent attempts to stop battery construction. We want to congratulate the community and the 
developers, and thanks to Sane Energy Project for marking this historic turning point.” 
 

"Energy storage is essential for helping New York City replace dirty power plants that have harmed 
communities for decades while making clean energy reliable and affordable for all New Yorkers." Said 
Steve Levin, CEO of Solar One. "At Solar One, we see batteries as key to building a cleaner, more 
resilient grid that saves money and protects public health across the city."​
​
New York City Councilmember Jennifer Gutiérrez, D34 said, “There are power outages across 
NYCHA developments citywide every year. And so we really need to lean on battery storage facilities 
so that they can help keep everyone connected, so that elevators can work quickly, so that if anyone 
is dependent on electricity just for their own livelihood and safety, that's not even a question."  

 

Assemblymember Emily Gallagher, D50, said, “Solar and battery storage are actually the cheapest 
forms of energy. They are renewable, have the lowest costs, and generate the most positive 
renewable power that we can use across the board. But for solar to really work, we need battery 
storage. I am so thrilled to be working with NineDot Energy and other organizations that have really 
taken this technology forward, taken our climate crisis to heart, and said that they didn't want to be a 



part of the destruction of our civilization. They actually want to help us make this incredible and 
powerful move towards a renewable future where we can all live safely and productively."​
​
Assemblymember Maritza Davila, D53, said, “Today is the kickoff of what we believe to be a project 
that's going to alleviate a lot of the costs that communities like mine, such as public housing, are 
paying. It has become an energy burden in this community. We are moving towards the right direction 
when it comes to climate change, when it comes to the distribution of electricity." 

Assemblymember Claire Valdez, D37, and Democratic Nominee for CD-7, said, "As we break 
ground on a battery storage facility, as we transition away from fossil fuels, as we empower the New 
York Power Authority to build more renewable energy that's democratically controlled by the people 
who live here, we can show that a transition to a green future will also make our lives more affordable, 
more dignified, and safer."​
​
State Senator Julia Salazar, D18, said, "When we talk about Environmental Justice communities, we 
are talking about Bushwick Houses residents, and that's because they have had to bear the brunt of 
the climate crisis and the harmful impacts of fossil fuel use. We don't want Bushwick Houses residents 
to continue to breathe fossil fuel emissions. We know that utility-scale battery storage is safe, and we 
know how unsafe fossil fuel infrastructure is." 

Lydia Wiener, Policy Advisory at NYC Mayor's Office of Climate & Environmental Justice, said 
“Each battery storage project also brings us closer to retiring the city's oldest, dirtiest, and most 
polluting fossil fuel peaker plants that have burdened too many of our city's communities for far too 
long. Shutting down these facilities is not only critical to reducing emissions, but it's also a public 
health imperative. Fewer peakers means fewer asthma attacks, fewer respiratory and cardiovascular 
illnesses, and healthier communities, particularly in the neighborhoods that have historically borne the 
greatest impacts of pollution." 

The gathering also included members of the Bushwick community, including Bushwick Houses, 
signaling a continued commitment to engaging residents early in the process, ahead of its estimated 
2027 completion date.  

### 
 

About NineDot Energy 
NineDot Energy is the leading community-scale battery storage developer and operator in the New York 
City metropolitan region. We create innovative urban energy solutions that support a more resilient and 
affordable grid, reduce carbon emissions, and improve environmental equity. Overall our solutions make 
New York a cleaner, safer, and healthier place to live, work and visit. We are based in Brooklyn, New York 
at NYU’s Urban Future Lab. Learn more at nine.energy. 
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